
Sixth grader finishes first in city-wide spelling bee
Dr. Olga Williams has led the 

Spelling Bee Club at Saint Augustine 
School for a dozen years now and has 
seen a lot of spellers come and go.

This year for the first time, she 
has seen a sixth-grade student crack 
through the three rounds of spelling 
bees in the city to ascend to become 
the top speller from Grade 3 through 8 
in the District of Columbia in the 39th 
annual tournament with 35 schools 
participating.

“I remember when she was this 
tall,” Dr. Williams said, pointing to her 
knee, of Nalleti Otieno, who came to St. 
Augustine for the PreK-3 program nine 
years ago when she was two-and-a-half 
years old. Dr. Williams is the computer 
teacher and librarian at St. Augustine.

In December, the District of 
Columbia Spelling Bee, sponsored by 
the Washington Informer newspaper 
and a feed-in to the Scripps National 
Spelling Bee, released a list of 500 
words for students in the city to study, 
with another 50 words per grade also 
included. 

As part of the weekly Spelling Bee 
Club, which started meeting in the fall, 
Nalleti studied the booklet, along with 
other classmates, including Nathaniel 
Ezra, a seventh-grade student who 

finished in fourth place in the DC Spelling 
Bee, and Aklesheya Ashefani, an eighth-
grade student who also participated in 
the DC Spelling Bee, which was taped 
on March 27 and broadcast on public 
access cable channels in the city on April 
25.

“Pointelle,” a kind of knitwear or 
woolen fabric with small eyelet holes 
that create a lacy effect, was Nalleti’s 
winning word in the city-wide spelling 
bee, which took place virtually, with 
students solitary on their computers, 
expected to do their own work without 
the assistance of any devices or other 
people.“Stannum,” a Latin word for tin 
and the source of its chemical symbol 
Sn, was another decisive word for Nalleti 
on her path to victory.

Nalleti qualified for the city-wide 
spelling bee by finishing first in the 
Cluster Bee that took place on Feb. 
21, while Nathaniel placed second and 

Aklesheya also placed second. Starting 
with Catholic Schools Week in late 
January, St. Augustine also held its own 
two-round spelling bee.

“The teachers teach us like we are 
part of the family,” Nalleti said of St. 
Augustine and what makes the school 
distinctive. “They teach us right and 
wrong and also discipline us,” she said. 

Nalleti’s family is East African - 
father Joseph Kosir, is Kenyan, while her 
mother, Caroline Beruchan, is Ugandan 
- and the family lives in Montgomery 
County, Md.

Nalleti reads a book a week on 
average, according to her mother, and 
her favorite author is James Patterson, 
the American thriller, non-fiction and 
romance author. Her favorite subjects at 
St. Augustine are Math and Science.

Nalleti will now prepare for the 
Scripps National Spelling Bee, which will 
take place from July 12 to July 8, with 
the final round in July taking place in 
person in Orlando, Fla., at Disney World. 

In addition to Dr. Williams, Mrs. 
Dolores Grymes, teacher’s assistant, 
Sister Bibiana Okoro, HHCJ, director 
of religious education, and Mrs. 
Jacquelynne Thornton, second grade 
teacher, helped prepare our Spelling Bee 
Club students for their competitions. 
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Happy Easter tide!

During this Year of St. Joseph in the 
Catholic Church, our school community 
celebrated the Joe/Joey/Josephine in 
our lives.  

On March 31, we celebrated a 
special school Mass for our Donors, 
Parishioners, Alumni, Families and 
Friends with our pastor, Fr. Patrick 

From the President’s Desk

Smith.  We will continue to remember 
these supporters in our prayers.

Our students and faculty will 
continue to work harder to make your 
good deeds toward us pay off through 
our academic progress and character 
building to excel and make our school 
proud and our society a better place. 
Thirteen students from our School 
and Church community shared their 
ideas and faith in the Resurrection 
through drawings, stories and faith 
sharing they contributed to the April 
edition of Junior Saints in the Catholic 
Standard, the official newspaper of the 
Archdiocese of Washington.

In our parish, we are celebrating 
the sacraments of First Penance/Holy 
Communion and Confirmation in May. 

May is also the month of Mary, Our 
Mother. Beginning on May 1, students 
will pray the Mission Rosary for the 

world by praying a decade dedicated to 
Continent as follows:

• Monday - Asia
• Tuesday- North/ South America.
• Wednesday- One decade Europe/

Pope’s intentions/ One decade for 
Africa.

• Thursday- Oceania or Australia. 

We are also making hand-made 
Mission Rosariesto give out to home 
bound parishioners/parents/friends. 
In addition, on May 31, we will have 
school crowning of Mary in the school 
hallway with rosary processing with 
class representatives in the hallways. 

Our school will continue to uphold 
and celebrate the legacy of Catholic 
Schools as a citadel of excellence 
and positive change. Thank you for 
supporting us.

Sincerely,

Sister Emmanuella Ladipo, HHCJ

Junior Saints
Note: During this Year of St. Joseph, as proclaimed by Pope Francis, students were invited to draw a picture of St. Joseph and 

write about what they admire about him, or to draw a picture and write about a “good Joe” they know, a Joseph or Joe or Joey or 
Josephine in their families or among their friends. From the March 26, 2021 issue of the Catholic Standard

Drawing by Ella Lutalo, seventh grade

“There are many people in my life that act 
like St. Joseph, like my mom and dad…” – 
Drawing and writing by Bethelem Barka, 
third grade

“The people who protect and provide for 
me like St. Joseph are my mom and dad. 
My dad protects and provides for me by 
giving me shelter, providing me food and 
for also giving me a good education. My 
mom protects and provides for me by 
cooking for me, (she) almost sacrificed 
her life for me, and helping me believe in 
myself. Also, my teacher provides me a 
good education.” –  Drawing and writing 
by Naomi Tewelde, second grade Reprinted with permission.

“A person who protects and provides 
for me like St. Joseph is my big sister, 
and her name is Brenana. She teaches 
me about safety, buys food and water 
for me and makes sure I am healthy and 
not hurt.” – Sophia Jackson, third grade

“My mom and dad protect and provide 
for me like St. Joseph. The first reason 
is because they want me to have a good 
life. The second reason is because they 
want me to have a good education…” – 
Kaine Mbah, third grade
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African American Read In
Members of The Sodality, the 

Marian group within St. Augustine Parish 
that was founded in 1892, joined us for 
a virtual African American Read In on 
February 25. Here are some highlights 
from the participants:

Sodalist Donna 
G. Pasteur ’64 
read to our PreK 
and Kindergarten 
s t u d e n t s 
Superheroes Are 
Everywhere by Vice 
President Kamala 
Harris and later 

remarked: “A couple of parents at home 
sat in with their student and listened to 
the story.  I think I was more excited 
than the students. At the end of the 
story, in unison, all of the students 
and teachers recited the Superhero’s 
Code as I read it, line by line. Here 
are a couple of lines from the Code: ‘I 
Promise To: make people feel special; 
to be someone you can count on; be 
kind, etc.’”

Sodalist Priscilla 
Jamison read to 
our First Graders I 
Told You I Can Play 
by Brian Jordon 
and said: “I enjoyed 
reading and sharing 
time with the 1st 
graders. They were 

so alert, smart and eager to share. They 
shared much information with me. One 
student asked if I had cancer due to my 
shaven head. She told me she had read 
a story of a little girl survivor whose 
friend shaved her head so her friend 
wouldn’t feel alone. Saint Augustine 
students are truly God’s children. I 
could feel their love.”

Sodalist Denise 
Barber read to our 
Second Graders 
Sulwe Has Skin The 
Color of Midnight by 
Lupita Nyong’o and 
said: “Mrs. Thornton 
was so welcoming. 
The students were 

attentive and really enthusiastic. They 
are so smart. Although, I was giving my 
time to them, I received more than the 
students. What a joy I felt as I watched 
their faces light up, or as they shared 
their insight.  I’m so happy I volunteered. 
I thoroughly enjoyed my experience. I 
will definitely volunteer again because 
Saron (student) asked me if she could 
read her poem the next time I come. I 
certainly can’t disappoint her nor miss 
that!

After reading 
to our Third Graders 
Going Down Home 
with Daddy by 
Kelly Starlings 
Lyons, Sodalist 
Linda Belchew 
remarked: “As I read 
to them today, Saint 

Augustine’s third grade class welcomed 
me with enthusiasm, attention and 
interest. We had a wonderful time 
together.” 

Accompanied 
by her son Kristian 
Meredith ’18, who 
took this photo 
and greeted the 
students,Sodal ist 
Greta Meredith-
Elliott read to 
the Fourth Grade 

LeBron James: The Boy Who Became 
King, by Anthony Curcio, and she 
later said: “I first read Rita Dove’s 
poem, ‘Primer,’ which resonated with 
many students, and read about King 
Lebron (Lebron James) the legendary 
basketball star and servant. What the 
students clearly saw was the parallel, 
of regardless of where you start in life, 
that with education, discipline, and hard 
work, you can become great. Belief in 
God and yourself is necessary.”

Sodalist Ellissia Price-Fagin 
read to the Fifth Grade Jump at the 
Sun: The True Tale of Unstoppable 
Storycatcher Zora Neale Hurston, by 
Alica D. Williams, commenting: “I had 
a wonderful time with Mrs. Hanton’s 
class at the African American Read-In.  

She and her students 
were so engaged 
and were ready to 
answer questions 
about the poem 
and the book I read. 
One young lady said, 
“The book (Jump at 
the Sun) was a great 

story.” All of the students were excited 
about the book raffle. When one of the 
Zoom students won a book, he donated 
it back to a classmate who was in the 
classroom. I love the generosity of the 
spirit of the children.  On the suggestion 
of one of the students, we decided to 
have a monthly raffle for students who 
worked hard from March to June.”

S o d a l i s t 
Darlene Jackson 
read to the 6th 
GradeKamala Harris: 
Rooted in Justice, 
by Nikki Grimes:  
“The African 
American Read 
in was a fantastic 

experience! The 6th grade students 
were delightful! They were engaged 
and participated in the book discussion 
on Kamala Harris. In addition, we 
delved into other conversations 
around the upcoming Science Fair. The 
students seemed very excited about 
their projects. One of the themes in 
the book focused on failure. However, 
we followed the lead character and 
repeated, “Nothing beats a failure but 
a try!” Our independent discussion 
also included “Be the change you want 
to see… The overall experience was 
fantastic! I’m looking forward to next 
year! Fantastic and smart students!”

Sodalist Brenda 
Martin read to the 
7th GradeMufaro’s 
Beautiful Daughters: 
An African Tale, 
by John Steptoe 
and remarked: “My 
read-in experience 
exceeded all 

Continued on page 5
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Leading a school system with a deeply 
segregationlist past

When she first got into teaching 
English at a Fairfax County public high 
school in the late 1980s, Dr. Barbara 
A. Johnson ’79 followed her dreams, 
dissuaded from taking the Law School 
Aptitude Test during her senior year at 
the University of Virginia because of her 
attraction to the course of Education 
studies her roommate was taking.

“Once I made that decision, I was 
120 percent into it,” she recalled. 

There was no turning back for her, 
as she thoroughly enjoyed her eight 
years in the classroom. The law was not 
her calling.

After receiving two Master’s 
degrees and a doctorate and decades 
of experience as a public school 
English Department head, principal, 
and administrator in districts in Illinois, 
Washington, D.C., and Baltimore, 
in 2016, Dr. Johnson became the 
superintendent of public schools in 
Prince Edward County, a south central 
Virginia district with more than 2,100 
public school students.

A rural county with more than 
23,000 residents spread out over 354 
square miles, Prince Edward County 
entered the national consciousness as 
a result of an African-American high 
school student, Barbara Rose Johns, 
filing a lawsuit after staging a walkout 
with other Black students in 1951 
to protest the local all-White school 
board’s refusal to appropriate funds 
to augment the existing all-Black high 
school building to make it adequate 
for 450 students. The six-classroom 
building had been constructed in the 
1930s for 185 students, and its roof 
was so leaky that students needed 
umbrellas to stay dry on rainy school 
days.

The Johns case became joined with 
other cases brought before the U.S. 
Supreme Court that led to the 1954 
Brown v. Board of Education decision, 
which struck down the “separate but 
equal” practice involved in maintaining 
a segregated school system in the Jim 
Crow south.

In a practice known as Massive 
Resistance, Prince Edward County 
finally appropriate funds for a new 
Black high school but shut down its 
public school system for four years 
after the Brown decision because of 
its opposition to integration, leaving 
many Black students without a formal 
education, while White Prince Edward 
students were able to gain vouchers 
to attend private, all-white schools 
or move out of the county or state to 
receive an education.

“I continue to be humbled and 
blessed to be here,” Dr. Johnson said, 
given the history of Prince Edward 
County. “There are still people here 
who were directly impacted” negatively 
by the late 1950s shutdown of the 
public school system, she noted.

After the initial transition to rural 
living, she has grown to love living in 
“quaint” Farmville, the county seat, 
noting that it has two universities, 
bookstores, restaurants, trails and many 
other amenities. Amid national talks of 
racial justice and a desire by many to 
provide equitable outcomes for all, she 
notes that her goals involve providing 
a quality education for all children in 
the school district, regardless of their 
familial resources, and she has broad 
support in that goal. 

Dr. Johnson attended what was 
then known as St. Paul and Augustine 
School, now known again as St. 
Augustine School, from Kindergarten 
through 8th grade, graduating at the 
top of her class, according to her 

classmate, Gregory Bearstop ’79. Dr. 
Johnson remembers the Oblate Sisters 
of Providence and lay teachers who 
instructed her, including Sister Loretta, 
Sister Robertson, and Mrs. Shields. She 
remembers her mother, a single mother 
who had difficulty sending her daughter 
to a Catholic school, attending Sunday 
night PTA potluck meetings.

She credits Sister Barbara Spears, 
O.S.P., and the Oblates with helping 
her gain admission to Immaculata 
Preparatory High School and earning 
a two-year scholarship there. The 
Tenley Circle all-girls school closed, 
unfortunately, when Barbara Johnson 
was an undergraduate at the University 
of Virginia, where she studied 
Communications and Sociology. 
She also earned Masters degrees at 
University of Virginia in Curriculum 
and Instruction, with a concentration 
in English and in Administration 
and Supervision at Johns Hopkins 
University. She capped off her formal 
education with a Ed.D. of Education 
from George Washington University, 
with a focus on Educational Policy.

As she transitioned from being 
a classroom teacher to being an 
administrator, Dr. Johnson came to gain 
a better understanding and appreciation 
for the shaping of budgets and policies, 
as well as hiring personnel. “I realized 
I could impact more students,” as an 
administrator than she could as a 
classroom teacher, she said.

Dr. Johnson became a principal 
at LaSalle Elementary School in the 
District of Columbia and the 9/11 
attacks occurred within days of school 
starting. That first year also saw the 
DC sniper attacks, which led to the 
deaths of ten civilians in the Baltimore 
and Washington areas. Under her 
leadership that year, LaSalle met five 
of six academic goals set for it by the 
District of Columbia Public School 
system.

From LaSalle, Dr. Johnson had 
experience dealing with potentially 
devastating circumstances when 

Continued on page 5
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In one 
of the most 
engaging 
presentations, 
which was also 
mercifully brief, 
Dr. Clarion 
Johnson, M.D., 

a former parishioner, spoke about 
being a physician at Exxon Mobil, a 
career that took him to more than 
100 countries. “I’m lonely,” he said, 
referring to the need for more Black 
doctors and medical professionals to 
work for Fortune 100 companies. He 
offered to help students that want to 
pursue such careers.

Raymond 
Sharp, an 
engineer at 
Northrup 
Grumman Co. 
who is a Saint 
Augustine 
parishioner, 

spoke about the work his company 
does in Defense and space 
contracting. Mr. Sharp is a convert to 
Catholicism who was received into 
the Catholic Church through the St. 
Augustine RCIA program.

Cordell 
Gill ’61 spoke 
about his career 
as a coach, 
counselor, 
and assistant 
principal at 

Fairfax County Public Schools (Va.).

Yoshia Lewis, a parishioner who 
is a software 
engineer for 
a startup 
company, gave 
a very engaging 
presentation 
with the help 

of student volunteers, where she 
showed how computer programming 
involves providing a specific list of 
instructions and rules to a computer.

Career Day
On Thursday, March 18 in the 

morning, Saint Augustine Catholic 
School held its annual Career Day 
event. Ten speakers joined us to 
talk about their work, including one 
who connected with us through 
Zoom. Our speakers included alumni, 
parishioners, former parishioners, and 
parents at Saint Augustine.

Gregory 
Bearstop’79 
spoke about 
his work with 
the Prince 
George’s County 
Department of 
Corrections, 

where he works in a community 
corrections facility helping inmates 
prepare for when they return to 
society from incarceration.

Edgar L. 
Bengotha, a Saint 
Augustine parent, 
spoke about 
serving as a senior 
financial analyst 
for Hewlett 
Packard Co.

Pamela 
Castleberry, a 
Saint Augustine 
parent, spoke 
about her 
previous career 
serving as a U.S. 
Department 

of Justice special agent. She 
highlighted the importance of 
the moral and spiritual formation 
that Saint Augustine provides as a 
preparation for such careers. She 
spoke while DOJ special agents were 
in the midst of one of the largest 
criminal investigations in U.S. history, 
investigating the roles of more than 
300 people who rioted at the U.S. 
Capitol on Jan. 6. Mrs. Castleberry’s 
son Roy, a seventh grader, was 
one of the more engaged middle 
school students, answering speaker 
questions, during Career Day.

expectations. The 7th graders were 
attentive. The ones who were asked 
what they learned from the story line 
of Mufaro’s Beautiful Daughters, had 
excellent feedback, I was pleased with 
their responses. Sister Stella Maris, 
HHCJ, also gave an excellent overview 
of the reading. I truly enjoyed the 
experience.” 

Sodalist Maria 
H. Logan read to 
the 8th Grade Hey 
Tuskegee by Robert 
Constant and 
said: “Marvelous, 
a w e s o m e , 
stupendous, out of 
sight, wonderful! 

It was wonderful to be of service at 
the school andserve the students as 
I collaborated with the teacher, Ms. 
Ross. One of my greatest gifts in life has 
been my wonderful Catholic Education. 
I feel so blessed to be able to give back 
in this way.”

The Sodalist 
thank fellow Sodalist 
Marjorie Foley, 
for her ongoing 
support of this 
event. Marjorie and 
Ellissia purchased 
all the books for the 

Classroom Book Raffles.

COVID-19 pandemic led to the 
shutdown of Prince Edward Public 
Schools in March 2020, followed by 
their reopening for virtual classes in 
August 2020. Dr. Johnson and her 
colleagues worked diligently to ensure 
that each student had a Chromebook 
and access to wifi or mobile hotspots 
to access online classes.

Dr. Johnson was proud to add that 
students have come back for in-class 
learning in November 2020 under a 
staggered schedule, with mask-wearing 
and social distancing.

Continued from page 4

Continued from page 3

Leading a school system...

African American Read In



What does Easter mean to you?
Note: The Archdiocese of Washington’s official newspaper, the Catholic Standard, invited students to draw photos of Jesus and 

write about what Easter means to them for the Junior Saints feature. Here are St. Augustine students included in the April 17 online 
edition of the newspaper.

“The Resurrection means that 
Jesus loves me and comes again so He 
can save us as He did once. Jesus will 
help to stop sin. Jesus has spoken and 
said he will return and will help people 
in need.” – Abem Samuel, fourth grade

“I think it (the Resurrection) means 
that there is hope! We will die but not 
all go to Hell. This is because of Jesus 
and His death for all who have trusted 
their lives to Him. Jesus was raised 
from the dead to be the Savior of the 
faithful… Jesus defeated death with His 
sacrifice and then (His) Resurrection.” – 
Kaleb Tolla, fourth grade

“The Resurrection of the Lord 
was when Jesus died and three days 
later, he rose up. What that means to 
me is, always believe and have faith in 
God and trust in him… I have learned 
to always believe in God, even in 
situations that you think are impossible 
to fix.” – Krubael Gebreslassie, fourth 
grade

“The Resurrection means a day to 
rejoice, because our Lord and Savior has 
risen and went to His Father to love the 
world from above… The Resurrection 
also means that Jesus died but then 
rose from the dead for all of us. Jesus 
has risen from the dead so He can 
provide wisdom and knowledge to us 
in spirit, like today and throughout the 

COVID-19 pandemic era…” – Makai 
Rubin, fourth grade

“…Jesus went through so much 
and gave His life for us. Jesus cares 
and loves us. Even when we make so 
many mistakes, he gives us chance after 
chance. He died for our sins so our 
souls can be saved…” – Sarah Sockwell, 
fourth grade

“I think the Resurrection meant 
that God would do anything for us. I 
think that because he sent his only son 
down to Earth and let him die just for 
us. God made everything happen for a 
reason, and he made the Resurrection 
happen for a reason. I also think the 
Resurrection means that Jesus would 
also do anything for us, as Jesus is our 
Lord and he went down to Earth with 
his father’s wishes and died by being 
nailed to a cross. Jesus and God would 
do anything for us, anything! One more 
thing, I think the Resurrection was for is 
so that people believe in God.” – Domini 
Bradford, fourth grade

 “To me, the Resurrection means 
life, rebirth and no matter what, Jesus 
is always with you. Jesus said, ‘I am 
the way, the truth and the life. No man 
comes to the Father but by me’ (John 
14:6). Believing that the Lord Jesus 
Christ rose from the dead is essential 
for Christians. Merely recognizing that 

He died for our sins is not enough. We 
must accept His Resurrection in order 
to receive eternal life. Christ paid our 
debt, but His sacrifice on the cross 
means nothing if He possesses no 
power over the grave. In vanquishing 
evil and death, the Lord made our 
salvation possible…” – Abigail Xavier, 
fourth grade

“To me, the Resurrection was a 
symbol for new life. That’s why I think 
Easter (the day of the Resurrection) 
is in spring, because baby animals are 
born and flowers bloom. So it just kind 
of makes you think more about how 
Jesus sacrificed himself so we could go 
to heaven.

“Which when we think about what 
we would do if we were in Jesus’s shoes, 
most of us would not want to sacrifice 
ourselves because we have not done 
anything wrong for people who would 
choose a thief over me. Which makes 
it even more brave of Jesus to do it. 
Anyway, to me the Resurrection shows 
me how even though Jesus is not here 
with us in the flesh, he’s waiting for us 
in heaven.” – Kale Finley, fourth grade

Drawing by Sophia Jackson, 
third grader

Drawing by Tsion Alemayehu, 
third grader 

Drawing by Bethelem Barka, 
third grader 

Drawing by Michael Shewaye, 
second grade 
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An unforgettable father
The figure of his father, the 

late Coleridge M. Gill, M.D., plays 
prominently in the life of Cordell Gill ’61, 
even though Dr. Gill passed away 55 
years ago, in 1965.

Dr. Gill was a no non-sense kind 
of father, according to his son, a retired 
Fairfax County, Va., public educator. 
“Yes, sir,” and “No, sir,” were the two 
most common answers to his father’s 
questions that Mr. Gill remembers 
giving to his father. His father practiced 
corporal punishment, using electrical 
cords and rubber hoses. 

“You think you’re somebody 
special?” Mr. Gill remembers his father 
questioning him as the father was 
dropping off his son at Roosevelt one 
day.

“No, sir,” came the sheepish answer, 
the son unsure where his father was 
steering the conversation. 

After his father asked Mr. Gill how 
many varsity letters for sports he had 
earned, and his son answered, “six,” the 
father held the trump card, pointing out 
that he had earned 13 varsity letters 
in high school in Haverhill, Mass.: 
basketball, football, hockey, and track 
and field.

Having been humbled, Mr. Gill, a 
two-time All-Met football player, was 
then dismissed from his father’s car.

Despite an upbringing that sounds 
more like The Great Santini than Father 
Knows Best, Mr. Gill clearly idolizes his 
father.

“He was invincible, to me,” Mr. Gill 
said, over a pulled pork sandwich with 
french fries and an ice cold Miller Lite 
at one of his favorite restaurants in 
Centreville, Va. 

Dr. Gill had standards. A professor 
in Obstetrics and Gynecology at Howard 
University Medical School and a member 
of the staffs at Georgetown University, 
he owned and flew airplanes. The 
physician owned a couple of boarding 
houses on Kenyon Street, N.W., and 
raised his family near Carter Baron 
Amphitheatre, close to Rock Creek 
Park, a part of Northwest Washington 
that had few Black residents in the Post 
World War II era because of housing 
covenants, a practice through which 

white home sellers sold exclusively to 
white home buyers. 

Dr. Gill withdrew his son from 
Archbishop Carroll High School because 
Cordell Gill was placed in the General 
Studies track. Dr. Gill announced to his 
wife that he was prepared to pay for 
nothing short of a college preparatory 
education. Despite Cordell Gill’s poor 
performance on standardized tests, his 
father knew he had the capability to 
attend college, and Dr. Gill wanted to 
push his son to reach his potential. 

Heeding his father’s challenge, Mr. 
Gill graduated in the Top 10 precent 
of his class at Theodore Roosevelt 
High School and ultimately earned his 
bachelor’s from Indiana, followed by 
a Master’s degree in Counseling from 
Hampton Institute (now University).

Young Cordell Gill was a 5’10’’ 
youth who weighed 220 lbs., attended 
Indiana University, playing for the 
Hoosiers football team in the 1968 Rose 
Bowl against USC, featuring tailback 
O.J. Simpson. If anyone should fear 
the other, it would appear that Dr. Gill 
should have been apprehensive about 
his son’s strength.

Mr. Gill dedicated his working 
career to Fairfax County Public 
Schools in Virginia, where he worked 
as a guidance counselor, assistance 
principal, coach, and teacher. After his 
father passed away while Mr. Gill was a 
student at Indiana University, the young 
man decided to abandon his plans to 

attend medical school. He found his 
calling in education in part because he 
felt that he could help young people 
who do not do well in standardized 
tests succeed academically in high 
school and beyond.

Fifty-five years after Dr. Gill’s 1965 
passing, his son Cordell Gill is 75 years 
old, close to celebrating 50 years of 
marriage to his wife, who is also retired. 
The couple have three adult daughters. 
“My wife and my daughters are my 
pride and joy,” he remarked. The Gills 
attend St. Timothy Catholic Church in 
Chantilly, Va., where Mr. Gill serves as 
a Eucharistic minister. He estimates 
that he has missed Mass eight times in 
his life. He abstains from eating meat 
on Fridays, an old-style “Pre Vatican 
II” Catholic custom to commemorate 
Jesus’ dying on the cross on Good 
Friday.

Mr. Gill feels a great deal of 
gratitude, including in the strong public 
school system in Fairfax County and 
what he feels is a generous retirement 
program offered by Fairfax County 
Public Schools to its employees.

He’s grateful to the Oblate Sisters 
of Providence, who educated him at 
Saint Augustine School, then located at 
Bishop’s Gate, a Fifteenth Street building 
that now houses condominiums. The 
day of his eighth-grade graduation, he 
had to wipe away a tear or two from his 
eyes, not unlike some of his other male 
classmates, who knew an important 
chapter in their life was ending. Just like 
his father, the Oblate Sisters practiced 
corporal punishment, but they had a 
great deal of love, high standards, and 
dedication to their work, and even an 
occasional joke.

“Only the good die young,” he 
recalls that one Oblate Sister said, after 
Cordell Gill’s classmates expressed 
alarm he might fall out of a window 
while standing on the top of a desk.

Mr. Gill and his four siblings owe 
their Catholic upbringing to their 
late mother, Ethel Greenfield Gill, a 
Delaware native who had converted 
to Catholicism and met her future 
husband at Howard University, where 
she studied nursing, and he attended 
medical school, graduating in 1938.

2021-2022 school year theme: 
“Trust in the Lord with all your heart.” (Proverbs 3:5)
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Congratulations  
to the Class of 2021

Members of the eighthgrade class at Saint Augustine 
Catholic School (PreK-3 to 8th Grade) have received 
admissions offers at the following schools:

•   Archbishop Carroll
•   Bishop McNamara
•   DeMatha
•   Elizabeth Seton
•   Georgetown Visitation
•   Gonzaga 
•   St. John’s

We congratulate our students, as they complete the 
final months of their eighth grade, as well as their families.

In addition, St. Augustine alumni from the last four 
years are studying at some of the top local high schools, 
in addition to those listed above, including:

•   Academy of Holy Cross
•   Bullis
•   Duke Ellington School of the Arts
•   Georgetown Day School
•   Georgetown Prep
•   Maret
•   St. Vincent Pallotti

Stanley Travers ’08 has returned 
this school year to his alma 
mater, Saint Augustine Catholic 
School, where he is serving as the 
Director of Aftercare. Stanley is 
studying Mechanical Engineering 
with a focus on Nanotechnology 
Research at the University of the 
District of Columbia.

 I graduated from Saint Augustine 
in 2008.


